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 22nd April 2022 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
The first four days of Trinity Term have whizzed by, and the children have returned very smartly dressed, settled and 
ready for a busy term ahead. Please remember that all children in main school must wear sensible shoes; boots 
(including ankle style boots) and trainers are not permitted. For our full uniform requirements, please visit: 
https://www.allsaintsbenhilton.org.uk/schooluniform.php 
 
Thank you for all our Easter messages and blessings. We all managed to have some down-time and have returned 
ready to celebrate getting back to pre-Covid times. We have many ideas that are still in the planning stage to get our 
community back together; we will be celebrating the Jubilee on Wednesday 25th May 2022 with the children and  
during the afternoon inviting parents into school to join in the celebrations. More details will follow shortly.  
 

 
 
A polite reminder that children are not allowed on school equipment at the end of the day. This has never been 
allowed and the children know that this is not permitted. It is not that we are trying to be difficult but we want to 
ensure that everyone is kept safe and we are not held liable for any accidents that happen when the children are no 
longer supervised by school staff members.   
 
In addition, I have been staggered by the amount of absence request forms that I have been asked to sign. During 
the last two years, the children have missed huge amounts of time out of school which has had a detrimental effect 
on learning. Research stated the following: 
 
If your child is at school for only 90 per cent of the school year then they will have missed 19 days - almost four whole 
weeks of school. 
For primary-age children, this can mean almost 120 guided learning hours. This is a big gap for any child to make up. 
If a child has an attendance percentage of 80% then this is equivalent to missing a whole day every single week. 
If a child has an attendance percentage of 80% from Year R to Year 6 then this is equivalent to missing an entire year 
of school! 
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Research suggests that pupils who have an average of 20 days absent per school year see negative effects 
throughout their educational journey – resulting in a whole GCSE grade deficit by the time they leave secondary 
education. 
 
Whilst we all sympathise with you all on the inflated cost of travelling during term time, we also have the same 
problem and do not allow any of our staff to take time off during the school term. I hope that you understand that I 
can only authorise absenses for exceptional circumstances.  
 
Please continue to look at the school calendar for dairy dates and any up and coming events. Thank you again for all 
your generosity; we will be banking all the money donated during the last week of term for various different causes. 
I will update you next week with the amount sent to each organisation.  
 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. 
God bless, 
 

 
 Karen Stanley-Bristowe 

The righteous person may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them all. Psalm 34:19 
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